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ancient temple owned by the State of Karauli in Rajputana. They are allowed
to take the Darshan and sit to listen to religious discourse on occasions at Rama's
temple, Sholapur.

Through the efforts of the Secretary all the 27 Municipal wells were thrown
open to the untouchables at Wardha. A number of wells were also thrown open
during the Secretary's visit at Tumsar and Gondia in C. P. Municipalities
and local boards are being moved to lift the ban over schools, water wells,
Dharmashalas, etc. wherever it still exists and to see that _ the benefits conferred
are enjoyed by the untouchables wherever it has been lifted. These bodies are
also being moved to withhold exemptions from tax in respect to all temples, etc,,
which persist in maintaining the ban against untouchables.

It must be noted that in all parts of the country temples are being opened
to untouchables by caste Hindus on their own initiative many of whom often do
not announce the fact or the local events are not reported to wider ^ public. Many
District Congress Committees do not function though they exist in name and
no information is collected or furnished by them in response to repeated requests
made by this Committee.

No sort of ban exists against untouchables on the Kirloskar Industrial Settlement
at Kirloskar Wadi (Dt. Satara) and untouchables numbering -80 live and work
and deal with fellow residents on the colony without any distinction whatever,
including in the temple. It is also understood that no untouchability exists in
most part of the district of Purulia (Bihar) and in Gwalior State villages. A resolu-
tion had been passed throwing open 3 more temples in Bombay and its vicinity but
the trustees have not yet formally declared the temples open in the press owing to the
necessary arrangements not having been yet completed.

Through the efforts of the Committee a Conference of some of the Bombay
Temple Trustees and the leaders of untouchables was brought about at Mr. Jayakar's
house in Bombay with a view to discuss the legal aspect of the temple-entry question
and to find if possible a Modus Operandi to cut the gordian knot of the legal barrier.
A procedure was found under which Temple Trustees could approach the Court for
direction and the Trustees agreed to proceed upon that line of procedure as soon as
cause for action had arisen the untouchables co-operating.

The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee held this month a Conference of.
leading Hindus and sympathisers of the Anti-untouchability movement which was
attended by Sjt. Jamnalal Bajaj and representatives of various organisations including
those of the depressed classes, as also by a fair number of Temple Trustees,
Suggestions were invited and made for effectively carrying on the Anti-untouchability
propaganda in various spheres and a sub-committee was formed to execute the
programme of work laid down.

The Committee's special thanks are due to Mr. M. R. layakar, M. L. A., Bar-at-
Law and Sjt B, G. Kher, Solicitor, Bombay, for the most valuable assistance they
have rendered^ to the Committee at a great sacrifice of their time and personal
convenience, in the most delicate and trying task of negotiating with the trustees
of various Bombay Temples in the midst of a most difficult situation. With Sjt.
Kher the cause of the untouchables is a passion. There is hardly an organisation
for the uplift of untouchables in Bombay with which he is not closely connected.
His zeal and sweetness of temper coupled with his undoubted abilities in the legal
profession makes him irresistible and his influence is discernible everywhere. It is
difficult to thank him adequately for all that he has done for the Committee and for
the cause generally.

Swami Anand took charge of the Committee's Central Office in Bombay from
the commencement and did all the work for the Secretary whose absence at the
Bombay Central Office of the Committee was almost continued savela few day
flymg visits occasionally. Sjt. Pundalikji Katagade's services were lent by Sjt.
Gafcgadharrao Deshpande for propaganda work in the districts for which Sjt. Punda-
Ikfee% eminently fitted. He continually toured in Berars, Bombay and Maharashtra
districts and most of the temples opened in these provinces are the fruit of his efforts,
Both Swami Aaanda's and Sjt. Pundlikji's, services have been honorary.